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Response to the second reviewer’s comments 

First of all, we would like to thank you for your valuable comments 

and suggestions which help us to improve our manuscript. Below we 

try to address all the points which you have indicated in your 

assessment opinions. 

 

General comment: 

Comment: The manucript under the title "Environmental behaviors of 

(E)-Pyriminobac-methyl in agricultural soils"  is relevant to the scope of the Journal, 

scientifically sound and valid. The Authors performed an immense work to study the 

adsorption–desorption, degradation, and leaching behaviors of EPM in 

physicochemically various soils, from five exemplar sites in China. 

The data presented in the study is comprehensive, very detailed, discussed 
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thoroughly an the conclusions supported by the mathematical models, which makes the 

paper a great source of data - also as an experimental approach in the pesticide studies. 

The only suggestion I would have is to postpone part. 2.2 Extraction and final 

analyses a bit further in the Matrials and Methods part, as the potential reader may be 

confused by getting the detailed information about the extraction and final assessment 

of the pesticide before the methodological approach is revealed (description of the soil 

spiking, adsorption-desorption studies etc.). I believe that would make the work more 

transparent.  

Differences in the sorptive behaviour of the soils are well explained (by various 

mineralogical composition of soils, especially clay minerals and organic matter contents, 

CEC value etc.).  Results of this study demonstrate the high degradability of EPM, as 

well as its high adsorption affinity and low mobility in soils with abundant organic 

matter content and high cation exchange capacity.  

The paper may serve as a a solid basis for predicting the environmental impacts of 

EPM and a great reference for the other researchers in this field, as there are still only a 

few studies on the EPM behaviour in the soil. Therefore, I support its publication. 

Response: Thank you very much for your support of our manuscript. We further 

revised our manuscript according to your comments.  

 

Specific comments: 

Comment 1: The only suggestion I would have is to postpone part. 2.2 Extraction 
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and final analyses a bit further in the Matrials and Methods part, as the potential reader 

may be confused by getting the detailed information about the extraction and final 

assessment of the pesticide before the methodological approach is revealed (description 

of the soil spiking, adsorption-desorption studies etc.). I believe that would make the 

work more transparent.  

Response 1: This suggestion has been adopted. We have moved part 2.2. Extraction 

and final analyses after part 2.5. Leaching experiments. Thank you for your valuable 

suggestions to improve our research. 

 

 

 

Thanks again for your kindly comments. 

 

 

 


